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As social inequality increases the pressure on schools to do more to meet the
needs of impoverished children grows. Pervasive school failure in poor communities serves as proof to some that schools can never succeed unless or until
inequality is addressed. However, a small number of schools and communities
are demonstrating that even under adverse conditions progress can be made in
creating schools that meet the needs of students. Drawing upon research in
poor communities in the US and several other nations, this presentation will examine the work of these schools and the role of agency in countering oppressive
conditions including the political mandates that often obstruct progress. The
presentation will also consider what role educational researchers should play in
the effort to create just schools during unjust times.
Pedro Noguera is Distinguished Pr ofessor of Education in the Gr aduate
School of Education and Information Sciences at UCLA. His research focuses
on the ways in which schools are influenced by social and economic conditions, as well
as by demographic trends in local, regional, and global contexts. He is the author of
eleven books and over 200 articles and monographs. He serves on the boards of numerous national and local organizations and appears as a regular commentator on educational issues on CNN, MSNBC, National Public Radio, and other national news outlets. Prior to joining the faculty at UCLA he served as a tenured professor and holder of endowed chairs at New York University (2003 – 2015) Harvard University (2000 – 2003)
and the University of California, Berkeley (1990 – 2000). From 2009 – 2012 he served
as a Trustee for the State University of New York (SUNY) as an appointee of the Governor. In 2014 he was elected to the National Academy of Education. Noguera recently
received awards from the Center for the Advanced Study of the Behavioral Sciences,
from the National Association of Secondary Principals, and from the McSilver Institute
at NYU for his research and advocacy efforts aimed at fighting poverty.
Please RSVP by October 21, 2016 by Email: centerme@uw.edu or Phone: 206-543-3386

